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Mike, we’re really happy to have you here. You made an interesting 
comment to the board about your connection to the Study Center, that 
you’ve been paying attention to us for quite a number of years. You had 
met Richard Horner back in Orlando before there really was even a 
Study Center. Can you tell us about that?

Yes. My first meeting with Dr. 
Horner was as a student at Reformed 
Theological Seminary in Orlando 
back in January 2001. Dr. Horner 
and Dr. James Hunter were co-
teaching a one-week intensive 
course, The Cultural Quandaries of 
Late Modernity. The class was very 
formative intellectually, and I was very 
impressed with Dr. Horner’s gifts, 
both as a thinker and as a teacher. 
Shortly thereafter, he became the 
director of the Study Center. 

The Center’s work has remained 
for me a terrific model of what a 
Christian presence at a university can look like. A faithful presence, 
articulating the best of the Christian intellectual tradition and con-
tributing to the life of the university as well as to the life of students 
and faculty on campus. So it’s been a pleasure to watch the Center’s 
work unfold over these many years. I also had an opportunity to 
get to know Dr. Horner more closely over the years, as my family 
attended church together with his daughter, Rachel, and her husband, 
Dave. Coming here has been a reunion of sorts.  

 
 

Could you tell me a little bit about the work that you’ve been doing 
prior to coming here?

A lot of that has been teaching in a variety of different contexts, both 
secondary and undergraduate; and also, a good bit of writing. My 

own academic interests have focused, over the last 
10 years or so, on the intersection of technology 
and society. The majority of my work has been 
devoted to exploring that intersection, trying to 
understand especially how technology shapes our 
moral and spiritual lives, trying to bring some 
clarity to that.

What are some of your concerns and thoughts 
about technology and its effects?  

That’s a very good question about which we could 
write several books!  It’s worth saying, obviously, 
there are many areas of concern and areas that 
deserve our attention. It’s not to say technology 
is the only issue of note, but it is certainly an 
issue that has a role to play in almost any other 

phenomenon you might examine, whether it’s political or economic; 
whether it has to do with our own private lives or our public affairs. 
Trying to untangle some of those threats, trying to make sense of 
some of the ways in which technology is shaping our world, for better, 
in some respects, to be sure, but also in more troubling ways, that is 
what I would say my task has been. So it’s difficult to distill all of that 
into a bullet point list of things to be concerned about, right?  
 
 
 

Continued on page 2

a reunion of Sorts: An Interview  
with Michael Sacasas 

Michael Sacasas joined us this summer in the new position of associate director for educational progamming. His wife, Sarah, 
and two daughters, Margaret and Elizabeth, along with Mike, are delighted with Gainesville and the hospitality and friendship 
extended to them through the Study Center community.



This is not just a function of recent digital technologies or the internet 
or smartphones. There is a longstanding trajectory here that goes back 
at least hundreds of years, it’s a way of being in the world that sees the 
world mostly as a realm for our control and mastery and the imposi-
tion of our will rather than seeing it as a gift. So the ability to receive 
the world as a gift, to recognize structures that are given to us in the 
world as it is, that are good for us, in a variety of ways—the inability 
to experience the world in that way, I would say, is one of the chief 
concerns.

I think of the Tower of Babel.

There is a recurring usefulness to the story.

Last fall your lecture, “Distracted from What?:  Attention and the 
Moral Life,” and the essay afterward brought you into the view of our 
community. Your blog, newsletter, and other writings have brought you 
the attention of the broader community. We were rather excited when 
David Brooks quoted one of your pieces in his NY Times column..  Tell 
me a little more about your writing.

The blog was started about ten years ago when I was beginning a PhD 
program at the University of Central Florida. It was a way of thinking 
out loud as it were, and it’s helped me make some good connections 
with other scholars along the way. The newsletter arose out of sort of 
dissatisfaction with social media as a stream of information. There 
was something appealing about the pace at which newsletters arrive, 
sit in your inbox, and are there when you want them to be, an escape 
to some degree of the tyranny of the present that characterizes our 
experience on social media. I call the newsletter The Convivial Society, 
and that title references two thinkers who have been very influential 
for me, Jacques Ellul and Ivan Illich. Ellul’s book The Technological 
Society and Illich’s Tools for Conviviality — my title gestures toward 
those two works and two authors. There is currently renewed interest 
in the ethics of technology, renewed suspicion about the role big tech 
companies play in our public life, and a lot of this unfolds as if it were 
the first time that these kinds of concerns were being voiced or even 
thought, which is far from the truth. I think it’s useful to go back to the 
tradition as it were, the traditions of tech criticism, so Ellul and Illich 
loom large. 

We know that you are not all about technology. Do you have some other 
thoughts to share with our readers?

In the Scriptures, Paul talks about not being conformed to the 
patterns of this world but renewing our mind, and that, in some 
respects, does drive a lot of what I think about or write about. Each 
generation has to figure out for itself what it means to be faithful 
in the place and the time to which it has been called. As Christians 
we have a vested interest in understanding the world that we live in, 
because otherwise, it would be impossible to avoid conformity to 
the spirit of the age. You can’t resist conformity to what you don’t 
quite understand. We tend to look at surface issues without paying 
enough attention to deep underlying cultural forces or shaping our 
assumptions in how we think and our values. Uncovering those, 
unearthing those, excavating those is a work that I feel called to, 
which I know goes on here already at the Study Center. 

Are there certain passage or books of the Bible that you find particu-
larly helpful in relating to our culture?

The Book of Daniel has been particularly influential for me over the 
years. Daniel is a great example of what it means to be in the world 
but not of it. As an exile, he models for us our dual citizenship. 
Demonstrating both a love of the world to which he’s called and a 
savvy faithfulness to God above all. Though Daniel faced an inten-
tional program of re-acculturation, he’s a model of what we undergo 
in a much more implicit way. We’re constantly being shaped, again, 
by the patterns of this world, but we’re called to love this world and 
attain a critical distance from it. And so, Daniel, for that reason, has 
loomed large in my imagination.

Great example. On a final note I would like to ask you a fun question.  
Have you had any of  Pascal’s coffee drinks yet? 

I have thus far stuck mostly with the drip coffee, which is very good, 
and I have more than one or two or three or possibly four cups a day. 
So that’s been wonderful, but I do look forward to branching out a 
little bit.

Yes. We want you to try that. It took a long time for our esteemed direc-
tor to have a latte, many years. I hope you won’t take that long.

I won’t hold out that long.

A Reunion of Sorts: An Interview with Michael Sacasas, continued from page 1

GiVING

Featured this Fall:  Text2Give The Christian Study Center now provides Text2Give 
through our long-time partner EFT corporation.  Get started by texting REGISTER to 
our Text2Give phone number to (352) 268-8591. 

Register your cell phone and the account you want to draw funds from, and you are ready 
to go! It is easy to give, to cancel a gift, and to cancel your registration. Thank you for your 
support. We can not do this work without you.



News &  
Notes

Pascal’s 
Pascal’s regular hours.

Keep up to date of any events and changes 
in the schedule via Instagram or Facebook.

 

Monday–Friday 8 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Saturday 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

“The Way to Becoming” Fall 2019  

 
The Barista Society is for the baristas who work at Pascal’s 
and it consists of readings and dinner conversations through-
out the semester. Using James K.A. Smith’s Cultural Liturgies 
trilogy, coffeehouse manager, Lauren Babb, will guide students 
to reflect theologically and anthropologically on the liturgies 
and cultural practices that form and de-form us as people. As 
a result, the group hopes to expand its view of worship from 
a Sunday practice to an everyday, ordinary practice and to 
become more like Christ in desires, thoughts, and disciplines.

Congratulations to Mary Grace Burkett, former barista, who 
has graduated and moved back to Orlando to work. We are 
thankful that she will continue to do some graphic design and 
communication work for us.

Congratulations to the new baristas who joined the staff this 
fall: Kenechi Anumba, Fraleigh Krause, Juliana Ryan, and 
Mitchell Shedd.

CSC
• thank you to all the students who came to write thank you 

notes to our financial partners last spring. We had such an out-
pouring of students we had to add more names for our thank 
you notes. What a gift. Here are some of the glowing student 
comments about what the Study Center means to them: 
  ~  a wonderful place to learn and ask questions  
  ~  transforming conversations  
  ~  opened my eyes to the riches of Christ  
  ~  came for the coffee, but stayed for the wonderful resources 
  ~  a home away from home  
  ~  a conduit for gospel conversations  
  ~  a space for thoughtful teaching, learning and discussion 

• travel and speaking: The Consortium of Christian 
Study Centers annual meeting was August 5-7 in Chicago. 
Richard Horner and Lauren Babb gave one of the break-out 
sessions, Christian Hospitality: Incarnational Presence in the 
Study Center Context. 

• Richard Horner, and associate director, Mike Sacasas, have 
enjoyed visits and preaching opportunities at several churches 
this fall: Servants of Christ (Anglican), Creekside Community 
Church (EFC), Chapel of the Incarnation (Episcopal), and 
Christ Community Church (PCA) and City Church (EFC).

special gifts 

• we thank Richard and April Horner for a special  
donation made in memory of Charlie Staples, Professor of 
Dairy Science at the University of Florida, elder at Christ 
Community Church, dear personal friend, and, together 
with his wife Debbie, a faithful member of our Study Center 
community. 

• we thank Rob and Sarah Hamersma for a special  
donation made in honor of Nora Avery, our office  
administrator, who has served faithfully for 18 years, first as a 
volunteer then as paid staff. 
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Reading Groups - for everyone  
2The Poetry of W.H. Auden with Mike O’Malley & Jesse Caedington, Tuesdays, October 15 
& November 12, 5:15 - 6:15 p.m. 
2 Wendell Berry: Uncommon Vision for the Common Good with Todd Best & Tim Schubert, 
Wednesdays, October 23 & November 20, 5:15-6:15 p.m.

Reading Group - for students and others with permission 
2 Capturing our Time in Thought, led by Richard Horner, Fridays, October 11 & 25, 
November 15, 11:45 a.m.

Graduate Roundtable - for graduate students  Friday evening dinners led by Dr. Brent 
Henderson, October 11 & November 22, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m. [at Henderson Home]

Director’s Class – students and alumni  “Data, Memes, and Feeds—The Fate of the Self in 
a Digital Age” with Mike Sacasas, Wednesdays, 11:45 a.m. – 12:35 p.m., lunch provided.

Seminar for Clergy and Ministry Leaders  Spiritual Formation in a Technological Age, with 
Mike Sacasas. Thursday, October 24, 8:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

upcoming events

All events are at the Christian Study Center unless otherwise stated.


